
Supplementary table III. Quality assessment of the selected articles by AXIS tool for cross-sectional studies (n=92) 
AXIS tool (Quality assessment of selected studies) No. 
Aims of the study clear? 92 100
Methods
Study design appropriate to stated aim? 92 100
Sample size justified? 89 96.7
Target population clearly defined? 91 98.9
Sample frame represented target population? 92 100
Selection process likely to select subjects representative of target population? 92 100
Measures undertaken to address and categorise non-responders? 18 19.6
Outcome variables appropriate to aims of study? 92 100.0
Instruments trialed, piloted or published previously? 88 95.7
Statistical significance and/or precision estimates clear? 80 86.9
Methods sufficiently described to be repeatable? 89 96.7
Results
Basic data adequately described? 84 91.3
Does response rate raise concerns about non-response bias? 10 10.9
Information about non-responders described? 18 19.6
Results internally consistent? 92 100
Results presented described in methods? 92 100
Discussions
Discussions and conclusions justified by results? 92 100
Were the limitations of the study discussed? 83 90.2
Others
Were there any funding sources or conflicts of interest that may affect the authors’ 
interpretation of the results?

18 19.6

Was ethical approval or consent of participants attained? 70 76.1


