
Supplementary Figure. Summary of the methodology for stage 1 and stage 2

Methodology Roles and responsibilities

Establishment of management team and advisory 
team at ICMR

Management team develops the protocol for the study + 
coordinates the execution. Advisory team reviews  and 

recommends protocol

Define context (geography, population of interest, 
burden of interest, timeframe) & operational 

definitions

Advisory team proposed the context to be solutions that 
can be evaluated in Indian setting within 3 years to 

improve SRUM targeting healthcare providers and/ or 
patients

Stage 1 – identify SRUM research ideas through a 
survey of relevant stakeholders

Management team invited more than 6000 Indian and 
global experts to take part in the survey

Data cleaning (de-duplication, rephrasing, 
re-appropriation) and classification

Management team cleaned the data so that the ideas can 
be fitted to the format for the scoring process

Stage 2 – prioritize the research ideas using a 
pre-identified set of criteria recommended by the 

advisory team

Management team invited 33 Indian experts with relevant 
and diverse technical expertise to help score the ideas 

using the pre-identified set of criteria

Data analysis (pooling and averaging results) and 
dissemination

Management team conducted the analysis, which was 
reviewed by the advisory team and approved by the 

competent authority of ICMR
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