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Sir,

	 I read with interest both the articles on research 
oriented medical education in India1,2. 

	 I would like to share my experience in the 
Department of Community Medicine in Pondicherry  
Institute of Medical Sciences, Pondicherry during 
2008-2009 where I served as a teacher and co-
ordinator for reorientation of medical education 
(ROME) programme for undergraduates in first part 
of their 3rd professional. Under this scheme, students 
were posted in the Department for 30 days 24x7. We 
replaced R from reorientation to research orientation 
(as the former was dealt with during regular family 
health studies in 4th semester); where in the entire 
batch was divided into 4 groups. Each batch was asked 
to design one community based research project of 
public health importance under supervision of four 
faculty members who would assist them in writing 
the entire research proposal. Students were provided 
training on research methodology, use of statistical 
software, selection of statistical tests and interview 
techniques during the first 4 days followed by 2 wk 
period for data collection. Each group of students 
was further subdivided and supervised by the interns 
posted in the Department to ensure quality in data 
collection process. In the subsequent week, students 
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used SPSS software under the guidance of faculty 
members and statistician to analyze their data and 
prepare their final report. This activity was followed by 
competition among the 4 groups in the presence of all 
the teaching faculties for best student’s project award 
which not only boosted their research instincts but 
also enhanced their presentation and public speaking 
skills. Entire programme was sponsored by the 
students themselves. We observed that students took 
keen interest in learning and applying the principles 
of epidemiology and biostatistics to solve a given 
public health problem. We firmly believe that such 
activities can go a long way in encouraging students 
to undertake research activities not only during their 
undergraduate but also during their postgraduate 
days.
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