
Sir,

 We read with interest the study by Oberoi et al1 
about epidemiology of non-albicans Candida species 
fungaemia in a tertiary care hospital. They showed 
an increasing incidence of non-albicans Candida 
species fungaemia as well as the increasing use of 
fluconazole. To understand the association about the 
consumptions of antifungal agents and the antifungal 
resistance among clinical isolates of Candida species 
is important, however, the impact of consumption 
of antifungal agents on the incidence of candidemia 
caused by different Candida species varies2. The 
authors of this study got an opportunity to clarify the 
relationship between the use of fluconazole and the 
incidence of fluconazole-resistant Candida species. 
By this analysis, their conclusion about limited use of 
azole as a presumptive therapy for Candida fungaemia 
in this clinical situation may become more reliable.

Chia-Chang Kuo1 & Chien-Ming Chao2,3,* 
1Department of Emergency Medicine

Tainan Municipal Hospital
2Department of Intensive Care Medicine

Chi Mei Medical Center, Liouying &
3Department of Nursing, Min-Hwei

College of Health Care Management
Tainan, Taiwan

*For correspondence:
ccm870958@yahoo.com.tw

Indian J Med Res 139, January 2014, pp 178

Correspondence

178

The relationship between the use of fluconazole & the incidence 
of fluconazole-resistant Candida species

Authors’ response
 We thank Kuo and Chao for reading our article 
with keen interest and bringing out an important aspect 
for discussion. This being retrospective study, many 
parameters could not be added. Other parameters can 
be studied in future in a prospective study of this nature. 
However, Table and Fig. 3 of our article gives a birds’s 
eye view of the sensitivity profile of all the Candida 
species isolated to various antifungal agents and their 
use including fluconazole. 
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