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Saikia et al' have reiterated my contention that the
public engagement through efficient, trustworthy and
comprehensive risk communication is the key to contain
pandemic?. So long, an efficient vaccine is elusive, only
the non-pharmaceutical interventions and hygienic
measures can mitigate transmission of infection of
SARS-CoV-2. It has been emphasized that risk
communication should be appropriate to the local needs
and in alignment with the local customs, faith and
beliefs.
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The survey by Saikia et al' among neo-Vaishnavites
of Assam further proves the fundamental principle of
utilizing and promoting the traditional practices that are
rooted in basic hygiene and cleanliness, thus preventing
or mitigating the transmission of infectious agents.
Similar practices are prevalent in different parts of India
since ages. The traditional practices have deep meanings
which can easily be validated by modern scientific
methods. It is hence essential to understand these
practices and utilize them in further promoting the public
health actions to reduce impact of infectious diseases, in
general, and COVID-19 pandemic, in particular.
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